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Welcome to Saint Thomas Church, a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. 
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Contact us:  welcome@saintthomaschurch.org 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
THE ORDINARY OF THE MASS Saint Thomas Missa Brevis Stephen Gauster-Filek 
  (b. 1970) 
 
PRELUDE  I. Ecce Dominus Veniet Marcel Dupré 
 from Six Antiennes pour le Temps de Noël, Op. 48 (1886-1971) 
 
The People stand at the entry of the Choir and Ministers.  
 
HYMN VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
LMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
  and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
KYRIE Sung by the Choir 
 

ORD, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
E beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation,  
  that when thy Son our Lord cometh he may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;  

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity  
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
THE LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

 Lector The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 Sung by the Choir  Anglican Chant (Wesley) 
 

QUI REGIS ISRAEL 
EAR, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep :  
  shew thyself also, thou that sittest upon the cherubims. 

Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasses : stir up thy strength, and come, and help us. 
Turn us again, O God : shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 
O Lord God of hosts : how long wilt thou be angry with thy people that prayeth? 
Thou feedest them with the bread of tears : and givest them plenteousness of tears to drink. 
Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neighbours : and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Turn us again, thou God of hosts : shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 
Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand : and upon the son of man,  
 whom thou madest so strong for thine own self. 
And so will not we go back from thee : O let us live, and we shall call upon thy Name. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts : shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
THE EPISTLE Romans 1:1-7 
 

Subdeacon  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The People stand. 
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HYMN BESANÇON CAROL 

 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Plainsong (Mode VI) 
 

 
 
Cantor Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God: 
 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 



 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 
 People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

  
 After the Gospel, the Deacon says 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

  
THE SERMON The Rector 
  
 A period of silent reflection may follow the sermon. 
  
THE NICENE CREED 
 

Said by all, standing. It is customary to bow at the underlined words. 
  

 BELIEVE in one God,  
  the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  
    and of all things visible and invisible;  
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God, 
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God,  
   begotten, not made, 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made;  
   who for us men and for our salvation  
      came down from heaven,  
   and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man;  
   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered and was buried;  
   and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
   and ascended into heaven,  
   and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;  
   and he shall come again, with glory,  
      to judge both the quick and the dead;  
   whose kingdom shall have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped  
      and glorified;  

who spake by the Prophets.  
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 I 



 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  

The Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world. 
 
The People kneel.   
 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
  supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 

thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the 
truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.  
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Michael the Presiding Bishop, Andrew our Bishop, Allen his Suffragan, and Mary his 
Assistant, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly 
and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.  
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, 
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.  
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and 
every land especially the President of the United States, the Governor of the State of New York, and 
the Mayor of the City of New York, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the 
welfare and peace of the world.  
 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 
  
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor … all those 
who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear especially 
our own loved ones, and those whom we wish to remember today … beseeching thee to grant them 
continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Saint Thomas our patron, and all thy saints, that with them we 
may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  
 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

 Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 

Celebrant and People  
 

LMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men:  
  We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we, from time to 

time, most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine 
Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us; 
the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we 
may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 

 
LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
  to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you 
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

N the tender mercy of our God, 
  the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
 

THE GREETINGS  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
   
AT THE OFFERTORY, ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir                                     arr. James Bassi 
   (b. 1961) 

OMORROW shall be my dancing day: 
  I would my true love did so chance 

To see the legend of my play, 
To call my true love to my dance. 
Sing, O my love, O my love, O my love; 
This have I done for my true love. 
Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
Of her I took fleshly substance; 
Thus was I knit to man’s nature, 
To call my true love to my dance. 
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 
So very poor, this was my chance, 
Between an ox and a silly poor ass, 
To call my true love to my dance. 
 

English Traditional 
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HYMN GABRIEL’S MESSAGE 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

T is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,  
  give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.  

 
 Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us  
 heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to  
 judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

 Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
 we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying 
 
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS Sung by the Choir 
 

OLY, holy, holy,  
  Lord God of Hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory, 
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most High. 
 
Blessed is he that cometh  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.   

The People kneel or stand. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes 
 
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
 
The People respond  AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
 The Celebrant says 
 

 And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

UR Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

AGNUS DEI Sung by the Choir 
 

 LAMB of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
  have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 have mercy upon us.  
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
 grant us thy peace. 

 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
 
 Celebrant and People 
 

E do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our 
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

EHOLD the Lamb of God: behold him that taketh away the sins of the world. 
  Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

  
People Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
 but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The People remain kneeling until the bell rings. 

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those unable to receive Holy Communion) 
 

 BELIEVE in thee, O my Jesus, present in the most holy Sacrament of the Altar;  
  I love thee above all things, and I desire to receive thee into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive thee sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace thee, and I unite myself to thee as if thou wast already there.  
Never permit me to be separated from thee!  
O Lord Jesus Christ, let the sweet and consuming force of thy love absorb my whole soul, that I may 
die for the love of thee, who wast pleased to die for the love of me. Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. 
The Sacrament is distributed at the Crossing. Intinction is not permitted. 

You are welcome to receive in one kind only. Gluten free hosts are available - please ask the priest. 
 
MIDDLE VOLUNTARY II. Omnipotens sermo tuus Marcel Dupré 
 from Six Antiennes pour le Temps de Noël, Op. 48  
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ANTHEM   Sung by the Choir Arthur Wills 
(1926-2020)  

HERE is no rose of such virtue 
  As is the rose that bare Jesu:  

Alleluia. 
 
For in this rose contained was 
Heaven and earth in little space:  
Res miranda. [Thing of wonder] 
 
By that rose we may well see 
There be one God in Persons Three: 
Pares forma. [Equal in form] 
 
The angels sungen the shepherds to: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. [Glory to God in the highest] 
Gaudeamus. [Let us rejoice] 
 
Leave we all this worldly mirth,  
And follow we this joyful birth: 
Transeamus. [We travel onward] 
 

Anonymous 15th Century 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

 The Celebrant says 
 

 Let us pray. 
 
 The People kneel and silence is kept. 
 
 Celebrant and People 

 
LMIGHTY and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee  
  for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food  

of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us;  
and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,  
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope,  
of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,  
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship,  
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,  
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
 

The Celebrant says 
 

AY the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness 
  from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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HYMN            ST. STEPHEN 
 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Go in peace to prepare the way of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
VOLUNTARY  ‘And suddenly there was with the angel …’ from Christmas Meditations Arthur Wills 
  (1926-2020) 
   

 
 
 
 Please join us for Coffee Hour in Andrew Hall after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The flowers today are offered to the glory of God and in memory of the following: 

Mary Clark deBrabant, Margaret Crane Hurlbut, and Parsons Trotter 
 



 

 
 
 

WORSHIP THIS WEEK 
* indicates livestreamed. 

 
Today 
4 p.m. A Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols* 
sung by the Choir of Men and Boys 
 
Monday - Saturday 
12 p.m. Shrine Prayers and Holy Eucharist* 

Wednesday 
5:30 p.m. Solemn Eucharist: The Feast of 
St. Thomas*  
sung by the Choir of Men and Boys 
 
Saturday 
11:00-11:45 a.m. Confessions (Fr. Gioia) 

  
 

2022 CHRISTMAS SERVICES AND CONCERTS 
AT SAINT THOMAS CHURCH FIFTH AVENUE 

 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
5:30 p.m.  

A SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS 
ATTENDED BY MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

sung by the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys 
Music of Cohen, Vaughan Williams, Sheppard, Young, Bradley, Hurd, and Bassi 

 
 

Saturday, December 24, CHRISTMAS EVE 
4 p.m. 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
sung by the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys 

Music of Cohen, Vaughan Williams, Sheppard, Young, Wills, Bradley, Hurd, and Bassi 
 

5:30 p.m. 
VIGIL MASS OF CHRISTMAS (Said at the High Altar) 

 
10 p.m. (Doors open at 9:30 p.m.) 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC FOR ORGAN AND BRASS        
 

10:30 p.m.  
PROCESSION AND SOLEMN EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY (MIDNIGHT MASS) 

sung by the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys with Brass    
Music of Lassus, Young, Wills, Bradley, and Filsell  

Sermon by The Rector 
 
 

Sunday, December 25, CHRISTMAS DAY 
9 a.m. 

SAID EUCHARIST at the High Altar 
 

11 a.m. 
  PROCESSION AND SOLEMN EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY  

sung by the Saint Thomas Choir of Men and Boys 
Music of Young, Cohen, and Bradley 

Sermon by Fr. Moretz 



 

PARISH NOTICES 
 

The Bookstore and Giftshop is open following the 11 
am Mass until 3 p.m. Please access the shop via the Parish 
House entrance round the corner at 1 West 53rd Street 
where you will find a wide selection of books for Advent 
& Christmas, Advent Calendars, Christmas cards, Choir 
Boy Ornaments, and CDs. 
 

Weekly Bible Study on Fridays at 1 p.m. Fr. Schultz 
leads a series of sessions that will serve as a deep dive into 
the Gospel of John. Join us as we continue our 
exploration of the Book of Signs (John 1:18 through 
chapter 12).  For more information, please contact Fr. 
Schultz at MSchultz@SaintThomasChurch.org.  
 

Angel Tree 2022: Last chance to make Christmas 
brighter for the children of Saint Ann’s Episcopal Church 
in the Bronx and to children staying with their mothers in 
a temporary shelter for survivors of domestic abuse. To 
make a monetary donation to this initiative, which is so 
vital to these children and their families, or for more 
details, visit our website or contact Linda Morfi: 
lmorfi@SaintThomasChurch.org. 
 
Children and Families: Sunday School age 4+ meets 
after the 9 a. m. Mass (10-10:40 a.m.) during term 
time. It is now on Christmas Break. Term resumes on 
January 8th. The Nursery remains open for parents with 
young children to use on Sundays 10am-1pm during the 
holiday season. Sign up for our weekly newsletter, with 
details of our recent Christmas outreach, services and 
activities, and details of programs for 2023: 
Childrenandfamilies@saintthomaschurch.org 
 

The Noble Singers, our children’s parish choir for 
singers ages 5-12, under the Direction of Mrs. Rebecca 
Kellerman-Filsell, sings at the 9 a.m. Mass on Sundays 
during the program year. We welcome new singers at any 
time! No audition is necessary, just enthusiasm and a love 
of music. For more information, and to register your 
singer for the Fall Term, contact 
RKellerman@SaintThomasChurch.org. 
 
We have launched our 2023 Annual Appeal: Invitation, 
Community, Discipleship. You can make a pledge via 
the QR code below to be taken to the website or 
email giving@saintthomaschurch.org. Every pledge 
makes a difference. 
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